Elementary Classification

4C  4B  4A  5C  5B  5A  

THE SELECTION WILL BE SUNG ONE TIME WITH PIANO ACCOMPANIMENT

Upon entering the sight reading area, the judge will give the unison selection to the choir and the director.  The director will also receive the accompaniment.  Neither the director nor the choir may look at the music until directed to do so by the judge.  The current director will be the only person instructing or conducting the choir during the sight reading event.  The director and choir will receive eight minutes to examine and discuss the selection as follows:

Within the eight minutes the director:

1. MAY receive the key note and have the choir sing the scale.

2. MAY ask and answer questions.

3. MAY call attention to difficult rhythms, repeat signs, etc.

4. MAY clap or tap or have the choir clap or tap rhythm patterns.

5. MAY say or have the choir say the words in rhythm.

6. MAY sing or play up to five different intervals which may be “echoed” by the choir.
At the end of the eight minutes the judge:

1.  WILL ask the director to conclude his/her remarks and to begin sight reading.
At the end of the eight minutes the director:

1. MAY NOT give any further verbal directions.

    Violations by the director and /or the choir will result in lowering one division in its rating.

2.    MAY STOP the choir once during sight reading, receive the pitches,  then resume singing without penalty.

            If stopped more than once, the choir will be penalized one division in its rating.

3.    MAY have the choir sing the text or solfege syllables.

The Choir must sing the text of the song if the director conducts with hand signs.  The choir is 

allowed to  sing with  syllables only if the director does not conduct with hand signs.

If an accompanist is provided for district or state festival, ALL CHOIRS must utilize said accompanist.

Middle School Classification
6C  6B  6A  7C  7B  7A  8C  8B  8A  9C  9B  9A

All choirs in this division are required to sight read in at least two parts.

THE SELECTION WILL BE SUNG ONE TIME WITH THE PIANO.
Upon entering the sight reading area, the judge will give the selection to the choir and the director.  The director may choose to sing minus one voice performed in concert but not less than two parts.  Neither the director nor the choir may look at the music until directed to do so by the judge.  The current director will be the only person instructing or conducting the choir during the sight reading event.  The piano will accompany the choir by playing the voice parts.  The director and choir will receive eight minutes to examine and discuss the selection as follows:

Within the eight minutes the director:

1. MAY receive the key note and have the choir sing the scale and l-V7-l cadence in blocked

chords or arpeggios (NOT BOTH).

2. MAY ask and answer questions.

3. MAY call attention to key and meter changes, difficult rhythms, repeat signs, etc.

4. MAY clap or tap or have the choir clap or tap rhythm patterns.

5. MAY say or have the choir say the words in rhythm.

6. MAY sing or play up to five different intervals (MAY NOT be “ECHOED” by the choir).

7. MAY have changed voices sing the soprano part an octave lower than written.
At the end of the eight minutes the judge:

1.  WILL ask the director to conclude his/her remarks and to begin sight reading.

At the end of the eight minutes the director:

1. MAY NOT give any further verbal directions.

            Violations by the director and/or the choir will result in lowering one division in its rating.

2,    MAY STOP the choir once during sight reading, receive the pitches,  then resume singing without penalty.

             If stopped more than once the choir will be penalized one division in its rating.

3.   MAY have the choir sing the text, neutral syllables, solfege syllables, or numbers.

The choir is required to sing the text of the song if the director conducts with hand signs.  The choir is

allowed to sing with syllables only if the director does not conduct with hand signs. 

If an accompanist is provided for district or state festival, ALL CHOIRS must utilize said accompanist.

High School Classification

B   A   AA   AAA   AAAA

Choirs in this division are required to sight read music with the same voicing, or minus only one voice part from the concert performance, but no less than two parts.

High School choirs composed of only 9th grade students will follow the Classification 

6C – 9A sight reading rules for Middle School. 

THE SELECTION WILL BE SUNG ONCE WITH THE PIANO AND ONCE A CAPPELLA.
Upon entering the sight reading area, the judge will give the selection to the choir and the director.  Neither the director nor the choir may look at the music until directed to do so by the judge.  The current director will be the only person instructing or conducting the choir during the sight reading event.  The piano will accompany the choir by playing voice parts for the first singing of the sight reading selection.  The second reading must be a cappella.

The director and choir will receive eight minutes to examine and discuss the selection as follows:

Within the eight minutes the director:

1. MAY receive the key note and have the choir sing the scale and I-lV-V7

cadence in blocked chords or arpeggios (NOT BOTH).

2. MAY ask and answer questions.

3. MAY call attention to key and meter changes, difficult rhythms, repeat signs, etc.

4. MAY clap or tap or have the choir clap or tap rhythm patterns.

5. MAY say or have the choir say the words in rhythm.

6. MAY choose one of the following:

a. to have the choir sing the selection once with the piano at any time during the eight minute instruction period, then use the remainder of the eight minutes for further examination before singing the selection 

       a cappella…..OR 

b. to utilize the entire eight minute instruction period to examine and discuss the selection, then have the choir sing the selection once with the piano, then sing the selection a cappella.

The director may not sing at any time during the sight reading event.

Within the eight minutes the choir:

1. MAY NOT hum or sing except for the scale and cadence (exception 6a).

Within the eight minutes the piano:

1.  WILL NOT be played except for the key note (exception 6a).

At the end of the eight minutes the judge:

1.  WILL ask the director to conclude his/her remarks and to begin sight reading.

At the end of the eight minutes the director:

1. MAY NOT give any further verbal directions.

Violations by the director and/or the choir will result in lowering one division in its rating.

2. Will receive the pitches and have the choir sing the selection once with the piano (Exception 6a); then, receive the pitches and have the choir sing the selection a cappella.  

3. MAY stop the choir if necessary during singing of the song, pitches may be obtained and singing resumed WITH THE UNDERSTANDING that the choir will be penalized one division in its rating.

4. May have the choir sing the text, neutral syllables, solfege syllables, or numbers.

The choir is required to sing the text of the song if the director conducts with hand signs.  The choir is 

allowed to sing with syllables only if the director does not conduct with hand signs.
If an accompanist is provided for district or state festival, ALL CHOIRS must utilize said accompanist.

Additional Information for Large Ensemble Festivals

STUDENT CONDUCTOR

The student conductor event is limited to one student conductor per large ensemble.  This event is conducted in the sight reading room after the group has completed sight reading.  An original score of the selection performed must be given to the sight reading judge.

TAPES

Tapes for adjudicators’ comments, including sight reading, are required at all LMEA Large Ensemble Festivals.  These tapes will be furnished by LMEA.

AWARDS

The following awards will be given by LMEA during the large ensemble festival:

1. A certificate to each choral group rating II in concert and no lower than lll in

sight reading.

2. A plaque to each choral group rating I in concert and a lower rating in sight

reading.

3. A plaque to each choral group rating I in sight reading and la lower rating in 

concert.

4. A sweepstakes trophy in lieu of a plaque to each choral group rating I in both

concert and sight reading.

5. A blue medal to each Student Conductor rating I.

Additional engraving of the metal plate on each Plaque or Trophy will be the responsibility of the recipient.

Medals for individuals of bands, choirs, and wind ensembles rating I in concert, sight reading or sweepstakes may be purchased by each director from the current supplier.  Each order must be certified by the appropriate festival chairman.  For further information contact:

Bruce Lambert, Executive Secretary

P.O. Box 12046

Lake Charles, LA

70612  337-436-5099

DISQUALIFICATION

If an individual, organization or director violates any of the above rules and regulations, except for penalties for individual events already stated elsewhere, the entry will be disqualified from the event in which the violation occurred.

